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FLACS REGIONAL EXAMS 2016 - 
Format 

Checkpoint A 
 
Part 1: Speaking (30 pts) 
 
Part 2: Listening (30 pts)* 
 
Part 3: Reading  (20 pts) 
 
Part 4: Writing   (20 pts) 

Checkpoint B 
 
Part 1: Speaking (24 pts) 
 
Part 2: Listening (26 pts) 
 
Part 3: Reading  (30 pts) 
 
Part 4: Writing   (20 pts)* 



Changes  - what is new in 2016? 

�  Checkpoint A— Listening Part 2 C will still have 
five questions; however there will be no more picture 
strips. Students will answer multiple questions (2 or 3) 
based on a single listening passage and a visual prompt. 
Students will be encouraged to take notes during Part 
2C and the questions will be more in line with the 
Common Core Learning Standards. 

 
�  Checkpoint B - Writing:  There will no longer be a 

picture story option.  
 



History of Recent Changes 
 

2011-2012   
Checkpoint A  - Increased writing word count to 50 words 
Checkpoints A & B - Created the optional recorded Part 2 
 
2012-2013  
Checkpoint A - Eliminated the informal speaking (Part 1a)  

          - Reduced the speaking tasks from 4 to 3 
Checkpoints A & B - Modernized and updated the speaking tasks 
 
2014-2015 
Checkpoint A; Part 1  - Speaking scoring (restored 0-1-2 grading) 
Checkpoints A & B - Reduced number of required listening items (Part 2) 
Checkpoints A & B -  Introduction of the mandatory Read to Write  

          Common Core task (Part 4) expository or  
          persuasive tasks, informed by reading sources. 

 
 
 



Standards/Content 
Item writers and test editors establish the content, 
skills, knowledge and performance standards for 
these exams using the following documents as 
guidelines: 
 
Ø The New York State Standards for World Languages (WL)  
Ø The National Standards —
World Readiness Standards for Learning Languages 
Ø The Themes for World Languages in the 21st Century 
(based on the Topics from the Modern Language Syllabus, 
IB and AP Themes) 
Ø Can Do Statements (ACTFL) 
 



 
Themes for World Languages in the 21st Century 

(updated:  January 28, 2015) 

 

Personal ID/Social Relationships Communication/Science Technology 
Biographical Data/Personal Descriptions Physical Environment 
Family Life Climate/Weather 
Celebrations Food/Nutrition 
Social Events Technology 
Meal Taking/Nutrition Media 
Educational Systems Internet & Communication/Cell Phone 
House & Home/Chores Comparison of my community with community of target culture 
Leisure  
Social Customs The Arts 
Volunteerism Current Events 
Social Media Fashion & Design 
Comparison of my community with community of target culture Architecture                                                                                C 

 Literature                                                                                    C 
 Visual & Performing Arts 

Global Awareness Music 
Health & Welfare Pop Culture 
Environmental Issues                                                                Comparison of my community with community of target culture 
Food/Nutrition  
Current Events Contemporary Life 
Language & National Identities Education/Careers 
Government & Politics                                                              C Travel/Lodging 
Geography                                           Transportation 
Historical Events & Figures                                                      C Leisure 
Volunteerism                                                                             Community/Neighborhood 
Global Challenges & Economic Issues                                     C Current Events 
Comparison of my community with community of target culture Shopping 
 Food/Nutrition 
 Comparison of my community with community of target culture 



Speaking Tasks… 
The Checkpoint A speaking component is based on three tasks: 

Ø  Socializing/Expressing Feelings 
Ø  Providing and Obtaining Information 
Ø  Persuasion 

 
Sample Checkpoint A Task:  

[Student initiates]  I am your friend.  You cannot attend the final game of 
the season because you are sick.  Tell me how you feel about this.  You 
start the conversation. (expressing feelings) 
  

Sample Checkpoint B Task:  
 [Teacher initiates]  You are in (country).  I am travel agent.  We are 
discussing a weekend trip that you will be taking.  I will start the 
conversation.  

 
You can also join us in revising and adding new speaking tasks…Go to:  

http://tinyurl.com/speakingtasksflacs 



Multiple Choice -  Listening and 
Reading Comprehension Items 

Listening and Reading Test items are the 
building blocks of the exams.           

 
Multiple Choice test items are composed of three parts: 
 
Ø A stem (the question) 
 
Ø  A correct answer (The correct answer must 

be 100% correct, 100% of the time) 
 
Ø Multiple (3) distracters (incorrect responses)  
 



Writing Multiple Choice Items –  
    It’s not as easy as you would think... 

1.  Be sure to choose appropriate content (refer to Themes/
Topic Sheet)  

2.  Content should be at an appropriate level of difficulty 
3.  Be sure question does not rely on one word 
4.  Checkpoint A  - question and 4 options 
5.  Checkpoint B - question and 4 options or a sentence    

   fragment with four options to complete 
6.  Do not use negatives in the question or options (no lists) 
7.  Make sure the options are all a similar length 
8.  The options should be viable answers 
9.  The options may not grammatically incorrect 
10.  Students should not be able to answer the question 

solely by reading the question and the options (they 
need to rely on the text) 

11.   Place repeated words in the stem, not in the options 
12.  Use culturally appropriate content 



Stems…What makes a good stem? 

Ø  Students who know the content should be able to answer 
the question before reading any of the alternatives.  

 
Ø  It avoids clues to the correct answer 
 
Ø  It avoids the use of a negative (i.e. Which activity is not 

listed?) 
 
Ø  It avoids “all of the above” and “none of the above” 
 
Ø  It emphasizes higher level thinking 
 



Distracters… a few suggestions 

Ø Designing plausible distracters is the most 
challenging aspect of multiple choice item writing 

 
Ø A good distracter is one that may be chosen by low 

achievers, but probably not by high achievers 
 
Ø The distracters are clearly not the correct answer 

once the best answer is selected 
 
Ø All distracters should be similar in length and 

format (i.e. verbs, infinitives, statements) to the 
correct choice   

 



Ø Do not have more than one answer that is 
possibly correct 

 
Ø Do not make correct answer noticeably 

shorter or longer than the distracters 
 
Ø Do not use copyrighted material.  Public 

domain content like newspaper/internet 
articles and ads are permissible (indicate 
your source whenever possible) 

 

Distracters… what to avoid 



Things to Remember 
Please be mindful of the students’ ability level 

Students throughout the state participate in this 
consortium. Review Checkpoint A and/or Checkpoint 
B standards (and the ACTFL performance guidelines 
for Novice through Intermediate Levels). The 
vocabulary and grammatical structures should 
challenge students, but not be out of the reach of the 
average student who would take the test. 

 

Please include the complete original documents 
Please scan and send the magazine article, newspaper 
ad, etc. with a reference to the name and date of the 
source.  This pertains to both reading and listening 
passages when applicable. 

 



Let’s take a moment to talk about 
Item Writing and the Common Core 

� Do we want our items to ask students to 
demonstrate they know what one word 
means?  Or do we want them to show us 
they can make context clues and inferences? 

  
� We need to create items based on culturally 

suitable sources that are appropriate to the 
level of our students, address WL standards 
and the common core standards for listening 
and reading 

 
 



What is happening in ELA? 
 Understanding ELA Sample Multiple Choice Questions 

 �  Multiple-choice questions are designed to assess CCLS reading 
standards.  

•  They will ask students to identify different aspects of a given text 
including central idea, style elements, character and plot 
development, and vocabulary. 

•  Multiple-choice questions will assess reading standards in a range 
of ways.  

•  Some will ask students to identify aspects of text or vocabulary.  
•  Many questions will require students to combine skills. For 

example, questions may ask students to identify a small piece of 
text that best supports the central idea. To answer correctly, a 
student must first comprehend the central idea and then show 
understanding of how that idea is supported.  

•  Students will also be required to negotiate plausible, text-based 
distractors.  

•  Each distractor will be drawn from the text and require students to 
truly comprehend what they have read in order to discern the 
correct response. 



How Educators Can Use the Item Writing Guidelines to Design 
Assessments or Modify Instruction (Engage NY—CCSS) 

 

• The Item Writing Guidelines can also serve as a helpful tool as educators develop 
assessment items and instructional activities.  In order to ensure that assessment items 
and instructional activities align with the CCSS, they must adhere to the following for all 
items, while additional, format-specific guidelines apply to multiple-choice and 
constructed-response items: 
• The item should focus primarily on one learning standard. 
• The focus of the problem or topic should be stated clearly and concisely. 
• Include problems that come from a real-world context or problems that make use of 
multiple representations. 
• The item should be written with terminology, vocabulary and sentence structure kept as 
simple as possible. The item should be free of irrelevant or unnecessary detail. 
• The item should not contain clues that are extraneous to the correct answer. 
• The item should assess student understanding of the standards by requiring responses 
that show evidence of comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis, and/or 
evaluation. 
• The item should require work rather than just recall. 
The stimulus should provide information/data that is accurate. 
• Items may be broken into multiple parts that may be labeled a, b, c, etc. 
• Symbolism as presented in the core curriculum and on previous examinations should 
be used consistently. 

 



   Checkpoint A Exams 
Part 2a  Listening Comprehension:  The passage is in the target language; the 
question is in English.  One multiple-choice question for each passage; 5 questions in 
this section. 
 
Part 2b  Listening Comprehension:  The passage is in the target language; the 
question is also in the target language.  One multiple-choice question for each 
passage; 5 questions in this section. 
 
Part 2c  Listening Comprehension:  The passage is in the target language and there is 
a visual prompt; the questions and answers are in English.  Multiple (2 or 3) 
questions will be associated with each passage/visual; 5 questions in this section. 
 
Part 3a  Reading Comprehension:  Short reading passages or authentic document of 
similar size; one multiple-choice question for each selection.  The questions are in 
English; 6 questions in this section.  Please send the original(s) rather than copies. 
 
Part 3b  Reading Comprehension:  Short reading passages or authentic document of 
similar size; one multiple-choice question for each selection.  The questions are in the 
target language; 4 questions in this section.  Please send the original(s) whenever 
possible. 

Item Writing FLACS Regional Exams 



   Checkpoint B Exams 
Part 2a  Listening Comprehension:  The passage is in the target language; the 
question is in English. One multiple-choice question for each passage; 8 questions 
in this section. 
 
Part 2b  Listening Comprehension:  The passage is in the target language; the 
question is also in the target language.  One multiple-choice question for each 
passage; 5 questions in this section. 
 
Part 3a  Reading Comprehension:  Long reading passage; five multiple-choice 
questions based on the reading.  The questions are in the target language; 5 
questions in this section.  Please send the original(s) rather than copies (passages in 
the 200 - 400 word range). 
 
Part 3b  Reading Comprehension:  Short reading passages or authentic document of 
similar size; one multiple-choice question for each selection.  The questions are in 
English; 5 questions in this section.  Please send the original(s) rather than copies. 
 
Part 3c  Reading Comprehension:  Long reading passage; five multiple-choice 
questions based on the reading.  The questions are in English; 5 questions in this 
section.  Please send the original(s) rather than copies (passages in the 200 - 400 
word range). 

Item Writing FLACS Regional Exams 



What are some of the CCLS for Listening? 

Ø  Confirm understanding of information presented orally or through other 
media by asking and answering questions about key details  

 
Ø  Paraphrase  or summarize portions of information presented in diverse 

media and formats 
 
Ø  Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and 

formats and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind 
its presentation. 

 
Ø  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word 
parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as 
appropriate.  



Listening Comprehension 
Setting in English 

 

Passage in Target Language 
 

 

Question following passage (for the teacher to read aloud).  

Question following passage (repeat for the student).     

Same question followed by 4 choices 
 
choice 1 (correct option for items submitted) 
choice 2 
choice 3 
choice 4 



Sample Listening Item (2A and 2B) 
You are talking to your friend in (country) on Skype. She is 
describing her house to you.  She says: 
 

I have a big room. There is a bed, two dressers, and a desk. I 
also have a television and a DVD player. I can do my 
homework at my desk and I use my laptop to help me finish 
my assignments. My mom makes me do my homework 
before we eat dinner. I love that my room is decorated in my 
favorite colors: purple and pink.  I could spend all day in 
here! 
 

What room is being described? 
1 – the bedroom 
2 – the living room 
3 – the kitchen 
4 – the dining room 



Sample Listening Item ~ Enhanced Script 

You are talking to your Jane in (country) on Skype. She is 
describing her house to you.  She says: 
 
We are lucky to live in a nice home.  I have my own 
bedroom and I got to decorate it in my favorite colors, 
purple and pink. It is quiet, no one bothers me while I am 
working on my homework. I do my written assignments at 
my desk and I lie on my bed to do my reading. It is the 
perfect room.  
 
Now….  how would you write a better question……. 



Checkpoint A Listening 
 

What will part 2C look like 
on the 2016 FLACS Exam? 



TDC: We always watch our favorite TV show together as a family.   My father 
always wants to see what other shows there are and he changes the channel all 
the time.  My mother and I want to watch a comedy and we don’t like watching 
commercials.  We want to take the remote away from my father.  It can be a 
problem. 
 

1. What can you infer from this passage? 
(1)The family needs a new TV  (3) The remote control doesn’t work 
(2) There are no shows to watch  (4) The son and the mother have similar tastes 
  
2. What is the main idea of this passage? 
(1) Watching TV is bad for your health          (3) Family members need to compromise sometimes 
(2) Families need to spend more time together (4) Remote controls are useful to solve TV issues 

Notes (optional):  
__________________________________
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 



TDC:   My parents don’t like it when I talk on the cell phone during dinner.  They 
tell me that if I use the phone one more time during dinner they are going to take 
it away from me.  My mother says it interferes with our meal.  I want to talk to 
them about it more.  My mother tells me to call her later on her cell phone to 
discuss it.  
  Notes (optional):  

__________________________________
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 

1. What does the word “interferes” mean in this passage? 
(1)Takes away from    (3) Adds to  
(2) Complicates    (4) Confuses 
  
2. What should the person speaking do next? 
(1) Hang up the phone   (3) Get a new cell phone 
(2) Eat faster    (4) Make another phone call 
  
3. What does the mother want to do? 
(1) Have a healthy meal together   (3) Learn how to use her cell phone 
(2) Enjoy a meal without interruptions  (4) Make changes in family 
conversations 



TDC:  It was raining so much yesterday.  It was really hot out too. It was 90 
degrees, so we decided to go outside and have fun in the rain.  We danced and 
sang until we were so tired. Afterwards, my mother told me to come into the 
house to dry my clothes.  She was afraid I might get sick.  I want to do that again 
the next time it rains. 

Notes (optional):  
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 

  
1. What can you infer from this passage? 
(1) The mother was happy   (3) The children had a nice time 
(2) The children were sick   (4) The friends were bored 
  
 2. What is the main idea of this passage? 
(1) Bad weather can be fun   (3) Rain is dangerous 
(2) Families should watch the news  (4) Exercise is important 



  
  
1. What does the word “usually” mean in this passage? 
(1)  Always    (3) Alone   
(2) Sometimes    (4) Rarely 
  
2. What will the person speaking do next? 
(1) Eat dessert    (3) Go shopping for vegetables 
(2) Work on the computer   (4) Eat with the family 
  
3. What would be a good title for this passage? 
(1) A Family that Cooks Together   (3) How to Talk with Your Parents 
(2) Finding a Great Restaurant   (4) Make Changes in Your Diet 

Notes (optional):  
_________________________________
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 

TDC:  My dad is the cook in our family.  He took many cooking classes so he is a really 
good chef.  My mom works on the computer a lot so at dinner time we help prepare the 
meal with my father.  He usually makes vegetables and meat.  I like to cook too. One of my 
favorite meals that my father prepares is _____________. Tonight I’m helping him and I’m 
very hungry, so I can’t wait to eat! 
 



TDC: This weekend my friends and I are going to volunteer to help clean up the 
neighborhood park.  We are excited about doing this work because we want our 
town to have a nice park with a playground for little children.  We are picking up 
garbage, plastic bottles, paper, and other things that should not be thrown on the 
ground.  We will work for 3 hours on Saturday.  It is work, but it is fun too.   

  
  
1. What can you infer from this passage? 
(1)The friends are getting new jobs in town    (3) The friends are working three days a week  
(2) The friends are getting ready for a party    (4) The friends are working in a town park 
  
 
2. What is the main idea of this passage? 
(1) Working in a park is boring   (3) People should donate clothing to others 
(2)Towns depend on helping hands  (4) Friends can help with homework on weekends 

Notes (optional):  
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 



TDC: When I am staying at my cousin’s house in _______ we eat dinner together every night. 
I like it because we tell stories about our day and my aunt and uncle make sure we eat 
something healthy, like vegetables, salad, fish and rice.  I usually help clean up the dishes. 
Sometimes, we help shop and then cook the food together. That is fun too, but I don’t always 
like the same food as my cousins and I am not such a great cook yet, but I am learning.  My 
favorite meal to eat with my family is ____________________.   

Notes (optional):  
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 

  
  
  
 
1.  What does the word “yet” mean in this passage? 
(1) By tomorrow    (3) On the weekends   
(2) At this time    (4) In the evening 
  
2.  What will the person speaking do next? 
(1) Help clean the dishes   (3) Give a book to his cousin 
(2) Finish his homework   (4) Go to a friend’s house for dinner 
  
3.  What would be a good title for this passage? 
(1) Restaurants in the Neighborhood  (3) Cousins Can Cook Together 
(2) Sharing Photos of Meals   (4) Make Changes in Your Diet 



What are some of the CCLS for Reading? 

�  Reading to determine what the text says explicitly, citing textual 
evidence 

�  Determine central ideas or themes, with supporting details 
�  Analysis of how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and 

interact  
�  Assessment of how point of view or purpose shapes the content and 

style of a text 
�  Interpretation of words and phrases; analysis of meaning or tone 
�  Analysis of the structure of texts 
�  Integration and evaluation of content presented in diverse formats 

and media  
�  Evaluation of arguments in a text 
�  Analysis of how two or more texts address similar themes or topics  
�  Independent reading and comprehension of complex literary and 

informational texts 



Reading Comprehension 

Ø  For Checkpoint B reading comprehension items, the 
questions may be phrased as either a complete question 
or an incomplete statement.  (Ex.  “The main idea of this 
selection is….”) 

 
Ø  Please make sure that the actual physical size is 

appropriate – materials should not be at either extreme.   
A reading selection should not be so huge that it cannot 
fit on the test paper and it should not be so small that the 
text is impossible to read. 

 
Ø Color:  Please make a copy of the selection first to make 

sure that it will reproduce well in black and white.  If the 
answer depends upon the color of certain parts of the 
selection, then it will not work. 

 



Sample 
Reading Item 

Why would someone be 
interested in this ad? 
 
1-For a healthier diet 
2-To get salt on sale 
3-For new recipes 
4-To find a vegetable store 



     25 aprile 2012 
Ciao Gianna,Sono arrivata a Roma a mezzogiorno. Il 
viaggio è stato bello, però, ho perduto la mia valigia.  Ora 
devo andare a comprare gonne, scarpe, pantaloni, maglie e 
anche camicette! 
    A presto, 

   Luciana 

Che cosa deve fare Luciana adesso? 
  

 (1)  fare una gita    (3)  comprare dei vestiti 
 (2)  andare a mangiare   (4)  cercare francobolli 

 



Which hashtag search word would list these tweets?  
  
(1) #vacation  (3) #cinema 
(2) #sports  (4) #homework 
  

FLACS A French June 2015 



TUN SIE ES RECHTZEITIG!  
Es ist September,  und es ist noch viel zu warm zu schneien.  Doch in Gescher sieht man schon 
den ersten Schnee in der Form von einem schneebedeckten Fahrzeug.   Das Autohaus Böwing 
setzt im Spätsommer auf Schnee als überraschenden Effekt und schickt ihren künstlich 
beschneiten Firmenwagen durch die Straßen der Stadt.  Warum?  Die meisten Autofahrer warten 
immer auf den ersten Schneefall,  bevor sie an die Winterreifen denken.  Dann ist es manchmal 
schon zu spät,  denn Eis und Schnee auf der Straße können zu einer großen Gefahr werden,  
wenn man vor dem Wintereinbruch nicht die richtigen Reifen am Auto hat.  
 
 
Why is this car covered with snow? 
 
(1) There was an unexpected September snowstorm. (3) It protects the car’s finish better.  
(2) It is a new form of environmentally friendly AC.      (4) It is an early reminder for drivers. 
  

FLACS B German June 2015 (picture edited) 



¿Quieres ayudar a la comunidad?   
  
         Para ser bombero es necesario haber cumplido 18 años, no tener 

problemas  
legales y tener buena salud compatible con el servicio. 

 Es fácil empezar el proceso: debe ir a la compañía a la que se desea  
participar (usualmente, la más cercana al domicilio o trabajo). 
Una vez aceptado por la compañía a la que desees ingresar, deberás  
participar en los cursos que te prepararán para el servicio activo. 

 Si aún no tienes 18 años, no te desanimes: en muchas compañías 
existen  

brigadas que agrupan a quienes que desean ser bomberos para entrenarlos.  
En las brigadas los participantes aprenden a actuar en situaciones de  
emergencias, pero no participan en los llamados. Sólo al cumplir 18 años,  
pueden ingresar formalmente a la institución como voluntarios.   
Las brigadas son muy importantes para bomberos. Muchos de los bomberos  
de hoy en compañías y cuerpos se iniciaron en ellas.  Ellos  
aprendieron los métodos necesarios para apagar un fuego o ayudar a la  
gente que sufren un accidente de automóvil.    
    

¡Te esperamos! 

This announcement would interest someone who is interested in… 
 
    (1) becoming a policeman         (3) serving in the military 
    (2) joining the fire department  (4) volunteering at a homeless shelter. 

FLACS B Spanish June 2015 



Vous n’avez nullement besoin de l’autorisation de vos  
parents pour faire attention à votre alimentation…même  
à la table familiale. Voici quatre petits secrets qui vont  
vous aider, sans vrai régime, à perdre vos kilos superflus.  
D’abord, buvez deux litres d’eau par jour en dehors des repas.  
Ensuite, à table, ne reprenez jamais d’un plat, et mangez  
avec modération la nourriture sucré. Pour maigrir, il faut avant  
tout…de la volonté. Faites en preuve, toute seule comme une 
grande! 
  

This advice is directed to young people who…. 
 
(1) like to dine at new restaurants.   (3) enjoy cooking. 
(2) want to be a profesional chef.   (4) want to lose weight.  
 



This	article	indicates	that	students	perform	better	in	school	if	
they…	
 	
(1)	eat	well. (3)	start	school	later.	
(2)	start	school	earlier.	 	(4)	play	sports.	
	

FLACS B Italian June 2015 



Read to Write Tasks 
Ø  Based on a reading passage, document, 

ad, etc. 
Ø  Requires students to complete a writing 

task based on that text. 
Ø  Asks students to cite evidence from text. 
Ø  Sources will be cited whenever possible 
Ø  Bulleted prompts will be provided 
 



You have just returned from a trip to France. Write a well-developed journal entry describing 
your experience at this event. You may wish to include the following information: 
• With whom you went 
• When you went 
• Why you chose this specific place 
• Describe something you may have purchased (and how you paid) 
• How you felt while you were there 
• Your opinion of this place  
• Your plans (if any) to return in the future 



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 

You have been asked to write an article for your Spanish language newspaper 
about the topic shown in the ad. You may wish to include the following 
information in your article: 
• Why the event is taking place 
• Why the cause is important  
• How you can help with this cause 
• What the presenters hope the audience gets from the presentation 
  



While studying in Barcelona you went to a restaurant to celebrate a friend’s birthday. 
Write a well developed letter to your pen pal in Columbia describing your experience at 
the restaurant.  

You may wish to include: 

• With whom you went 
• When you went 
• What you ate  

• Your opinion of this place (ambiance, food, service)  

• Your plans to return to this future 



Write a well-organized formal letter to the above business asking for information about an event or occasion you wish to 
plan.You may wish to include questions or information about the following: 

• the purpose of the event	

• details of cost and services	

• with whom you will celebrate	

• activities at the event	

• specific details about the event	

• your personal feelings/hopes	

	



To summarize and review… 



Starting the item writing process: 
Find or Create Listening and 
Reading Comprehension Stimuli 

Ø Listening passages can also be derived from 
reading sources 

Ø Reading passages are texts, articles from 
authentic sources (schedules, tickets from 
events, travel, advertisements, etc.) 

Ø Long reading passages can be taken from a 
variety of sources 

Ø Authentic documents = realia 



How can we ensure  
cultural accuracy? 



Think of your students… 

Ø Why are you choosing this listening or reading 
passage or document?  Is it based on the goals for 
the course/student learning objectives? 

Ø Read the passage, document, or article, decide 
why you selected this item.  Is it giving you 
information about the students’ knowledge, skill, 
ability in the language that is meaningful? 

Ø Create items that you know would be challenging 
yet appropriate for the level of students you teach 



Checklist for item writing 
Item is based on standards/learning 
objectives 
Addresses one of the topics/Is culturally 
accurate 
Is written at appropriate level of difficulty 
Answer is not based on one word 

No double negatives 
Options are all same format, length, etc. 
Document is clear, legible and reprints well 
There are no grammatical errors in item 



Some Sample Documents… 





Song:  
Harvey:  [是的，是我，你一定是宋太太吧？] 
Song:  
Harvey: [ ] 
Song: 您忙先，真抱歉我来晚了。 
Harvey: [ ] 
Song:  
Harvey:[

] 
Song:  

B
 

Harvey: [

] 
Song: 

 
Harvey: [

] 
Song:  
Harvey: [

] 
Song: 

 
Harvey: [

] 
Song:  















Please feel free to submit listening or  
reading items for the FLACS Exams. 

It can also be a Read to Write Task or a 2cCC item. 

    Link for FLACS Exams__ 


